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Special thanks to: Thank You to Our Many Friends

We are grateful –
to STEPHANIE YOUNG-RYDER of KPLC 
TV for her work promoting the Banners 
Series.  She always makes us feel like we are 
her top priority.
to LAKE CHARLES PRE-SORT -Larry 
and Gayle- for taking care of our many mail-
ings with goodwill and efficiency.
to WAYNE MOUTON, one of our favorite 
Cajun cooks and our absolute favorite hair 
dresser (You can find him at The Alamo).
to SWEETS AND TREATS and Judy 
Porche, for total generosity in providing tea 
cakes and other sweets for our artists and 
our receptions (and us).
to LA TRUFFE SAUVAGE, chefs Ar-
thur Durham and Mohamed Chettouh, 
for cooking for our receptions and even 
delivering the many serving pieces we keep 
borrowing.
to GEORGIA’S CAKES AND CATERING 
for our favorite cakes.
to MAGNOLIA MARKETING and 
HOKUS POKUS LIQUOR COMPANY for 
providing the wine tasting at our Opening 
Reception, as well as the wine for our many 
receptions.
to BEN MARRINER at Southwest Bever-
age Company for his generous sponsorship, 
which includes providing the beer at our  
receptions and having a great radio voice.
to the LEADERSHIP CENTER FOR 
YOUTH and Bill Williams et al. for al-
lowing us to commandeer their gym for 
puppeteering.
to Marty Bee in the McNeese Visual Art 
Department for designing our artwork. And 
for smiling at us.
to the LAKE CHARLES COUNTRY CLUB 
and Stephanie Greenough for making the 
Opening Reception such a fabulous night.
to MELISSA NORTHCUTT in the 
McNeese Foundation Office; PAM TATE, 
Dr. Hebert’ s gracious secretary; CANDACE 
TOWNSEND, RENEE LELEUX, AND 
ANNE COBB in the Media Services office, 
and to the accommodating MCNEESE 
CUSTODIANS who get everything ready 
for us, and then clean up after we leave.
And to all of you who support us, encourage 
us, and make us want to do the work we do, 
THANK YOU!

The Banners Committee: 
Karen Allison, Bruce Allured, Dr. Janet Al-
lured, Gwen Auld, John Abegglen, Brenda 
Bachrack, Lonny Benoit, Kathy Bergstrom, 
Dr. Jacob Blevins, George E. Bodin, Alex 
Boti, Dr. Joseph Cash, Barry Carpenter, Bob 
Chandler, Dr. Carrie Chrisco, Dennis Con-
dit, Mary Condit, Rick Condit, Forrest Con-
dit, Robin Condit, Dr. Robert Cooper, Judy 
Davidson, Bobby Dower, Anne Drake, David 
L. Edwards, Pamela B. Edwards, Julie Fay, 
Meghan Fleming, Randy Fuerst, Dr. Gay Go-
mez, May Gray, Linda Guillory, Kevin Hast-
ings-Merriman, Chris Heath, Kathy Heath, 
Dr. Mary Howe, Barry Humphus, Carrie & 
Mia Kudla, Donna Little, Sheila MacKay, 
Bridget McDaniel, Dwayne McCoy, Donald 
McKnight, LaDonna McKnight, Jonathan 
Marcantel, Boddie Melville, Dr. Ray Miles, 
Stella Miller, Dr. Stanton Morris, Dr. Frank 
X Phillips, Janet Pounds, Dr. Reba Pow-
ers, Lisa Reinauer, Dr. Joseph Richardson, 
Patrick Roddy, Dr. Ronnie Rush, Dr. Fred 
Sahlmann, Nancy Sanner, Carol St. Dizier, 
Elfy Shah, Mary Frances Sherwood, William 
Sherwood, Robert Streeter, Bryan Surcouf, 
Cornell Thomas, Aminah Trahan, Lania 
Vanchiere, Irene Vandever, Susanne Vincent, 
Hanh Vu, Mallory Wall, Dr. Jackie Walsh, 
Dr. Cheryl L. Ware, David Wilburn, Lillie 
Wilson, Billie Woodard, Toni Yoder

Mary Richardson, Coordinator
Tami Chrisope, Assistant Coordinator

The Banners Series is supported by grants 
from the Louisiana State Arts Council 
through the Louisiana Division of the Arts 
and the National Endowment for the Arts, 
Office of Cultural Development Depart-
ment of Culture, Recreation and Tourism 
in cooperation with the Louisiana State 
Arts Council as administered by ArtsNet.

The lectures in the Banners Series have 
been made possible in part through a 
grant from the Louisiana Endowment 
for the Humanities, a state affiliate of the 
National Endowment for the Humanities.
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Welcome to McNeese State University and tonightʼs second annual McLeod 
Lecture Series presentation, “Louisianaʼs Governor:  Leadership . . . Legacy . . . 
Lessons Learned.”

The office of Louisianaʼs governor is uniquely powerful. Tonightʼs lecture will 
focus on the office of the governor of Louisiana through the eyes of three living 
governors – Mike Foster, Buddy Roemer, and Dave Treen. In what promises to be 
a lively and insightful discussion, the governors will address the uniqueness of the 
office and its authority, both as the constitution has defined them and as culture 
and practice have molded them. The governors will share their observations about 
the office - the opportunities for leadership, the legacy to the State, and the lessons 
learned that only experience can provide. Joining the Governors will be former 
capitol correspondents Beth Courtney and John Hill; Robyn Ekings of LPB will 
moderate the discussion.   

This annual lecture series honors the late Bill McLeod, who served with distinction 
as a district judge as well as a legislator. McLeod, who died in 2003, was an honors 
graduate of Lake Charles High School and attended McNeese. He graduated from 
Princeton University and earned his juris doctorate from the LSU Law School.  
McLeod practiced law in Lake Charles for 33 years until he was elected to a six-
year term as district judge in 1990.  He reentered the private practice of law upon 
his retirement from the bench in 1997.  

McLeod was a distinguished public servant who served 23 years in the Louisiana 
State Legislature. He was elected to the House of Representatives representing 
Calcasieu and Cameron parishes in 1968 and served until 1976. He then served for 
15 years in the State Senate representing Calcasieu and Jefferson Davis parishes. He 
rose to the chairmanship of the Senate Retirement Committee and served as dean of 
the Southwest Louisiana delegation.  

A steering committee of local public officials and community leaders is coordinat-
ing the annual lecture series, the McLeod Family Endowment and the related South-
west Louisiana Legislative Archives Project. Paul Hart Miller (MSU ʼ87) and Ann 
Knapp co-chair the steering committee, Sara McLeod Judson and Ben Mount (MSU 
ʼ71) co- chair the lecture series and Winfield Little is the finance committee chair.  

Each year the series will focus on timely, as well as the historical, aspects of Louisiana 
politics and efforts to promote a climate of good government. All research materi-
als, records, and artifacts pertaining to the annual lecture will become a part of the 

McNeese Library Archives.
Michael J. Mallett lives in Lake Charles and is a 1990 
graduate of Sam Houston High School. He will be initiated 
this spring into the Chi Psi Chapter of Pi Sigma Alpha—
The National Political Science Honor Society. Mallett was 
awarded the 2005 McLeod stipend to conduct research 
on tonightʼs topic: “Louisianaʼs Governor: Leadership...
Legacy...Lessons Learned.”

1972-1980
Edwin W. Edwards
 - Democrat

1980-1984
David C. Treen
 - Republican
(Governor Treen was the first 
Republican governor since 
Reconstruction.) 

1984-1988
Edwin W. Edwards
 - Democrat

1988-1992
Charles E. “Buddy” Roemer, III 
- Republican * 
(* Governor Roemer was elected 
as a Democrat and changed his 
affiliation to Republican while         
in office.) 

1992-1996
Edwin W. Edwards
 - Democrat
(Governor Edwards made history by 
being elected to an unprecedented 
fourth term.) 

1996-2004
Murphy J. “Mike” Foster
 - Republican
(Governor Foster s̓ grandfather, 
Murphy James Foster, served 
as Governor of Louisiana from        
1892 to 1900.) 

2004-to present
Kathleen Babineaux Blanco 
- Democrat
(The first woman to serve as 
governor of Louisiana.) 

Louisiana’s Governor: Leadership...Legacy...
Lessons Learned Discussion
Panelists in addition to Governors Foster, Roemer and Treen are Beth 
Courtney, President and CEO, Louisiana Public Broadcasting, and John Hill, 
Capital City Bureau Chief, Louisianaʼs Gannett News Papers: Shreveport 
Times, Monroe News-Star, Alexandria Town Talk, Opelousas Daily World, 
Lafayette Daily Advertiser. Courtney started her career in broadcasting as a 
Capitol Correspondent, reporting on state government and moderating numerous 
political debates. Among her many accomplishments, Courtney was inducted 
into the Louisiana Center for Women in Government Hall of Fame in 1999. 
Hill has been covering state government and politics for Louisiana newspapers 
since 1973. Tonightʼs moderator is Robyn Ekings, Producer/Anchor for 
Louisiana The State Weʼre In. Ekings has rejoined the staff of Louisiana Public 
Broadcasting in this role, having served as the network correspondent for this 
award-winning news magazine in the early 1980s.

Robert D. Hebert, President, McNeese State University

Ann Knapp, Steering Committee Co-Chair                                    Paul Hart Miller, Steering Committee Co-Chair 

Tonightʼs program is the second offering of the 
McLeod Lecture Series. The series is supported by 
an endowment that has been established through the 
McNeese State University Foundation in honor of 
Bill McLeod, former legislator, judge, and community 
leader. It is dedicated to presenting timely as well as 
the historical aspects of Louisiana politics and efforts to 
promote a climate of good government. Selected topics 
are researched and presented annually with materials, 
records and artifacts becoming a part of the McNeese 
Archives collection. 

In addition to supporting the McLeod Lecture Series, this 
endowment supports the growth of the newly established 
Southwest Louisiana Legislative Archives collection in 
the McNeese Library, housing the papers, photos, oral 
histories, and other artifacts of citizens who have served 
in the state legislature from the five Imperial Calcasieu 
parishes. This non-partisan collection illuminates for 
students, scholars, and the general public the issues, the 
challenges, and contributions of many leaders in the 
history of the region. 

The Southwest Louisiana Legislative Archives 
collection currently contains the papers and artifacts 
of the late State Representative Harry Hollins and 
Senators Jack Doland, Scott Heywood, Bill McLeod, 
Clement Moss, former Senator Bob Jones, former 
Representatives Burt Andrepont, Kay Iles, Conway 
LeBleu, Jimmy Martin, and Vic Stelly. The papers 
of the late Governors Sam Jones and Alvin O. King 
are also housed in the Archives. We invite all former 
Southwest Louisiana legislators and their families to 
consider donating materials to this collection. 

Contributions to the McLeod Endowment provide on-
going support of these exciting programs at McNeese 
State University.

The McLeod Endowment Committee: Dan L. 
Donald, Jr., Robert L. Dow, Brett Downer, Jane 
Dufrene, Gregg Gothreaux, Joe Guillory, Dr. Robert 
Hebert, Robert G. Jones, Sara McLeod Judson, Adam 
Knapp, Ann Knapp, Leonard Knapp, Jr., Winfield 
E. Little, Jr., Martha McLeod Livanec, Charles S. 
Mackey, DDS, Cissie McLeod, Mandi Mitchell, 
Ben Mount, Willie Mount, Ruth McLeod Rohs, Vic 
Stelly, Burt Tietje, Mary Tietje, Sandy Treme, Charles 
Viccellio, Patrick Webb, Virginia Hollins Webb, and 
Betty Wilhelmi.

BE SURE TO WATCH ON LPB!  Tonightʼs panel discussion is being recorded 
for broadcast statewide in late spring on Louisiana Public Broadcasting.
We wish to thank these sponsors who are making the television production possible:

Thank you to our media partner, LPB: Beth Courtney, President and CEO 
of Louisiana Public Broadcasting, Clay Fourrier, Executive Producer, Tika 
Laudun, Senior Producer, Chris Miranda, Director, Keith Crews, Lighting, and 
Robyn Ekings, moderator for tonightʼs program.
Thank you to Special Friends for their help with this event: Senator James 
David Cain, Comfort Suites of Sulphur, Entergy, Isle of Capri Hotel, Jeff Da-
vis Bank, the McNeese Alumni Association, Paradise Florist, and donors to the 
McLeod Endowment.

The Foundation for
Excellence In Louisiana Public Broadcasting
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